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1 Mahābhārata (adapted text)

 Read the following Sanskrit passage. Do not write out a translation. Answer all the questions. Your 

answers should be in English, with Sanskrit names in transliteration.

ajRun: k-Ren sh yuåm\ akrot\ « k-R: ajRunSy izr: p/it 
zrm\ aiápt\ « t^Smn\ év k|le tu ;X-Sy m|yy| ajRunSy 
r@|: p¤e inmGn: « tSm|t\ k-RSy zr: ajRunSy izr: n 
atudt\ « r@|: tu tSm|t\ p¤|t\ punr\ inrgCçt\ « tt; k-RSy
r@|: aip p¤e inmGn: « r@|Sy cÆm\ p¤e aitXQt\ « k-R;
r@||t\ avóÄ ajRunm\ avdt\ zrm\ n iáp £it « ajRunen 
yuåSy =mR: D|t: « tt: s: n ikm\ ict\ akrot\ « ;X-: 
ajRunm\ avdt\ pUvRm\ =mR: k-Ren n kd| aip ;t: «
=mR: =|imRkm\ év nrm\ ráit £it « tt\ %uTv| ajRun: 
k-Rm\ Vy|p|dyt\ »

5

10

 (a) Which part of Arjuna’s body was shot at by Karṇa? (line 1) [1]

 (b) Translate ‘kṛṣṇasya māyayā arjunasya rathaḥ paṅke nimagnaḥ’. (lines 2 and 3) [4]

 (c) What did Karṇa do before speaking to Arjuna? (line 6) [2]

 (d) What did Karṇa tell Arjuna to do? (line 6) [2]

 (e) Translate ‘arjunena yuddhasya dharmaḥ jñātaḥ’. (lines 6 and 7) [3]

 (f) Why do you think it is important to be a ‘lawful man’ (line 9)? Refer to the passage in your  

answer. [3]

 [Total: 15 marks]
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2 Mahābhārata – Bhagavad Gītā

 Read the following Sanskrit verses. Do not write out a translation. Answer all the questions. Your 

answers should be in English, with Sanskrit names in transliteration.

inhTy =|tRr|Xqâ|Nn: k| p/Iit: Sy|Jjn|dRn «
p|pmev|%yedSm|NhTvEt|n|tt|iyn: »

b/ì_y|=|y km|Ri- sô, TyKTv| kroit y: «
ilPyte n s p|pen pêp]imv|M#s| »

yo m|mjmn|id, c vei. lokmheZvrm\ «
as,mUW: s mTyeRxu svRp|pE: p/muCyte »

5

Chap. 1, verse 36; Chap. 5, verse 10; Chap. 10, verse 3

 (a) (i) In this conversation, who is speaking lines 1 and 2? [1]

  (ii) To whom are lines 1 and 2 addressed? [1]

 (b) What would happen to the Pāṇḍavas after killing the sons of Dhṛṭarāṣṭra? (line 2) [1]

 (c) Translate lines 3 and 4. [6]

 (d) State Kṛṣṇa’s characteristics (line 5). [3]

 (e) Kṛṣṇa promises freedom from sin (line 6). Write down your view of Kṛṣṇa’s promise. [3]

 [Total: 15 marks]
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3 Sanskrit Epic Civilisation

 (a) Give two details for each of the following concepts:

  (i) sṛṣṭi [2]

  (ii) pralaya [2]

  (iii) prāṇa [2]

  (iv) saṅkalpa [2]

 (b) State any three aspects of sacrifice. [3]

 (c) The ‘householder’ is one of the four stages of human life. Name the other three stages.  [3]

 (d) Give the meaning of puruṣārtha, using two examples to support your answer. [3]

 (e) Briefly explain each of the following Sanskrit terms:

  (i) śāstra [2]

  (ii) upaniṣad [2]

  (iii) vedāṅga [2]

  (iv) smṛti [2]

 (f) Write a short essay in English on one of the following: 

  EITHER

  (i) Discuss the system of śakti, and say whether you think this system is useful today.

  OR

  (ii) Discuss the theme of renunciation, or ‘giving up’, as it is shown in the Epic Civilisation 

course. Do you think this is relevant today? [10]

  Your essay should be about 100 words.

 [Total: 35 marks]
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4 Hitopadeśa

 Read the following Sanskrit passage. Do not write out a translation. Answer all the questions. Your 

answers should be in English, with Sanskrit names in transliteration.

 King Sudarśana reflects upon his sons’ lack of education.

a^St #|gIr@|ItIre p|qilpu]n|m=ey" ngrm\ « t] svRSv|im-
gu-opet: sudzRno n|m nrpitr|sIt\ « s #Upitrekd| ken|ip 
pQµm|n" Zlokèy" zu%|v «

aneks"zyoCçeid proá|@|RSy dzRkm\ «
svRSy locn" z|S]" ySy n|STyN= év s: »

yOvn" =ns"pi.: p/#uTvmivvekt| «
ékEkmPyn@|R|y ik" punStu ctuXqym\ «

£Ty|k_yR|Tmn: pu]|-|mni=gtz|S]|-|" inTymuNm|gRg|imn|" 
z|S]|nnuXQ|nenoièGnmn|: s r|j| icNty|m|s «

ko÷@|R: pu]e- j|ten yo n ivè|Nn =|imRk: «
k|-en cáux| ik" v| cáu:pIwEv kevlm\ »

5

10

 (a) On which river is Pāṭaliputra found? (line 1) [1]

 (b) Describe king Sudarśana. (lines 1 and 2) [3]

 (c) Translate ‘sa bhūpatir ekadā kenāpi paṭhyamāṇaṃ ślokadvayaṃ śuṣrāva’. (lines 2 and 3) [5]

 (d) What four things are being spoken of in line 6? [4]

 (e) (i) Translate ‘anadhigataśāstrāṇām’. (line 8) [2]

  (ii) Name the type of compound. [2]

 (f) Do you think that lines 10 and 11 are typical of the Hitopadeśa stories? Give evidence from 

the text to support your answer. [8]

 [Total: 25 marks]
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